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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended) - A custom rule system for creating custom rules, said 
custom rule system comprising in combination: 
a processor, 

a memory and a display both operatively coupled to said processor; 

a plurality of operand and operation rule steps stored within said memory; 

means for displaying to a user graphical d e pictions icons of said plurality of 
operand and operation rule steps stored within said memory as an arrang e m e nt on a pallet on a 
first area of said display such that said arrang e m e nt pallet is comprised of a plurality of 
individual graphical operand and operation depictions icons each corresponding to at least one of 
said operand and operation rule steps; 

means for a user to sequentially select a plurality of icons from said pallet and 
arrange said plurality of sequentially selected icons as an ordered series of icons on a second area 
on said display; and 

means for a user to interconnect said plurality of sequentially selected icons 
sequentially arranged as said ordered series of icons on said second area of said display for 
creating a custom rule comprised of said user selected and interconnected ordered series of icons 
created by the user, and 

means for storing, in a database, said user created custom rule as an ordered series 
of operand and operation rule steps corresponding to said user selected and interconnected 
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ordered series of icons created by the user such that said operand and operation rule steps are 
processed in the same order in which they are stored in said database resulting in the processing 
of said user created custom rule in accordance with the same order as said user selected and 
interconnected ordered series of icons created by the user, individual graphical op e rand and 
op e ration d e pictions for creating a custom rul e compris e d of op e rand and operation rul e st e ps 
corr e sponding to the us e r s e l e ction of th e at l e ast two of said plurality of individual graphical 
op e rand and operation d e pictions. 

Claim 2 (currently amended) - The system of claim 1 furth e r including a m e ans for 
displaying a rul e s window on said display and wherein said means for the user to sequentially 
select and interconnect at l e ast two of said plurality of individual graphical op e rand and op e ration 
d e pictions sequentially selected icons includes means for a user to select, drag, and drop the at 
l e ast two of said.plurality of sequentially selected icons from said pallet to said second area on 
said display and then interconnect said plurality of sequentially selected icon for creating said 
user created custom rule, individual graphical op e rand and op e ration d e pictions from said 
arrang e m e nt to said rul e s window and int e rconn e ct th e at least two of said plurality of individual 
graphical op e rand and op e ration d e pictions in th e rul e window for cr e ating said custom rul e. 

Claim 3 (currently amended) - The system of claim 1 further including an 
extraction module for extracting information engendered from sensors and a processor 
operatively coupled to both said extraction module and said database for processing said 
extracted information according to said user created custom rule having said ordered series of 
operand and operation rule steps having said same order as said user selected and interconnected 
ordered series- of icons created by the user such that said processor processes each rule step in 
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said ordered series of operand and operation rule steps as they are stored in the database. 2 
wh e r e in said m e mory is a databas e wh e r e in said op e rand and op e ration rul e stops ar e individually 
stor e d as executable cod e and wher e in said cr e at e d custom rul e is employ e d for decision making 
in an e xp e rt syst e m by acc e ssing said e x e cutable cod e for each said rul e stop that is both 
graphically d e pict e d and sel e ct e d cr e ating said custom rul e on said display. 

Claim 4 (currently amended) - A custom rule system for creating custom rules, said 
system comprising in combination: 

a database comprised of a multiplicity of operand and operation rule steps, each 
said rule step having specific executable code associated therewith; 

a computer operatively coupled to said database and including a display for 
displaying to a user graphical depictions of said multiplicity of operand and operation rule steps 
stored within said database as an array of a multiplicity of individual graphical operand and 
operation depictions displayed within a first window on said display and each corresponding to at 
least one of said multiplicity of operand and operation rule steps; 

means for displaying a rules window on said display; 

means for a user to interface with said array displayed in said first window to 
select and place a plurality of said multiplicity of individual graphical operand and operation 
depictions from said array to said rules window as a user ordered series of selected and placed 
depictions; for graphical display; and 

means for a user to interconnect said plurality of selected and placed depictions 
such that a custom rule is created bv the user defined by said user ordered series of said user 
selected, placed, and interconnected depictions; and 
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means for storing, in said database, said user created custom rule as an ordered 
series of operand and operation rule steps corresponding to said by said user ordered series of 
said user selected, placed, and interconnected depictions; and 

an extraction module for extracting information engendered from sensors and a 
processor operativelv coupled to both said extraction module and said database for processing 
said operand and operation rule steps in the same order in which they are stored in said database 
resulting in the processing of said user created custom rule in accordance with the same order as 
said user ordered series of said user selected, placed, and interconnected depictions. 

m e ans for int e rconn e cting said plurality of said multiplicity of individual 
graphical op e rand and op e ration depictions displayed in said rul e s window for cr e ating a custom 

1 LI lis. 

Claim 5 (currently amended) - The system of claim 4 further including a ste£ reference 
stored within said database for referencing said specific executable code associated with each 
operand and operation rule step that corresponds to each of said plurality of selected and placed 
depictions plurality of said multiplicity of individual graphical operand and op e ration d e pictions 
displayed in said rules window. 

Claim 6 (currently amended) - The system of claim 5 further including means for 
providing a decision based upon said processing of said user created custom rule, a proc e ssing 
means for processing said cr e at e d custom rule by proc e ssing said refer e nc e d e x e cutabl e code. 

Claim 7 (currently amended) - The system of claim 6 further including means for 
routing said decision based upon said processing of said user created custom rule to appropriate 
personal, providing a d e cision bas e d upon said proc e ssing of said cr e ated custom rul e . 
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Claim 8 (currently amended) - The system of claim 7 further including a plurality of 
tables stored within said database, each having at least one record containing fields and a 
plurality of said fields including said step references each associated with each operand and 
operation rule step that corresponds to each of said user selected, placed, and interconnected 
depictions created by the user, moans for routing said d e cision bas e d upon said proc e ssing of 
said cr e ated custom rul e to appropriat e p e rsonal. 

Claim 9 (canceled) 

Claim 10 (canceled) 

Claim 1 1 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (canceled) 

Claim 13 (canceled) 

Claim 14 (canceled) 

Claim 15 (currently amended) - A method for creating custom rules, the steps including: 
storing individual operand and operation rule steps comprised of executable code 
within a database coupled to a computer; 

depicting said operand and operation rules steps on a display of said computer as a 
graphical arrangement of operand and operation icons; 

creating a user defined custom rule by interfacing with said graphical arrangement 
of operand and operation icons for selecting and placing a plurality of said operand and operation 
icons from said graphical arrangement to a graphical window on said display in a user ordered 
series and interconnecting said icons placed within said graphical window for creating said user 
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defined custom rule defined by said user ordered series of selected, placed, and interconnected 
icons, and 

storing, in said database, said user defined custom rule as an ordered series of 
operand and operation rule steps corresponding to said user ordered series of selected, placed, 
and interconnected icons and processing said rule steps in said ordered series of operand and 
operation rule steps in the same order in which they are stored in said database resulting in the 
processing of said user defined custom rule in accordance with the same order as said user 
ordered series of said user selected, placed, and interconnected icons . 

Claim 16 (canceled) 

Claim 17 (canceled) 

Claim 18 (currently amended) - The method of claim 15 further including the steps of 
extracting information engendered from sensors and providing a processor operatively coupled to 
both said extraction module and said database for processing said operand and operation rule 
steps in the same order in which they are stored in said database resulting in the processing of 
said user defined custom rule in accordance with the same order as said user ordered series of 
said user selected, placed, and interconnected icons. 

A method for cr e ating custom rul e s, the st e ps including: 
selecting an ass e t for a custom rul e ; 

defining input valu e st e ps to bo used in the custom rul e ; e ach said input valu e st e p 
including at least one output; 

depicting said input value steps in a graphical window of a graphical us e r 
int e rfac e of a comput e r; 
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d e picting a matrix of graphically d e pict e d op e rand and op e ration rul e st e ps on 
said graphical us e r interfac e , e ach said graphically depict e d op e rand and op e ration rule st e p 
having ass e mbl e d rul e st e p cod e associat e d th e r e with and stored within a database coupl e d to 
said comput e r; 

sel e cting by a user an operand step from said matrix of graphically d e pict e d 
operand and operation rul e st e ps and placing said op e rand step into said graphical window, said 
op e rand st e p including at l e ast on e input; 

d e fining a r e sult that will b e creat e d when an input to said select e d operand result 

st e p is tru e ; 

selecting by a us e r at l e ast one operation st e p from said matrix of graphically 
depict e d rule st e ps and placing said at l e ast on e operation st e p into said graphical window at a 
location interpos e d between said input value steps and said op e rand r e sult st e p, said at l e ast one 
op e ration st e p having at l e ast one input and at l e ast one output; 

connecting by a us e r said at l e ast one output of e ach of said input valu e st e ps to 
said at l e ast on e input of said op e ration st e p, and 

connecting by a us e r said at l e ast one output of said op e ration st e p to said at l e ast 
one input of said r e sult st e p for cr e ating a custom rul e . 
Claim 19 (canceled) 
Claim 20 (canceled) 
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